
Mission Germany Embassies and Consulates will be closed Monday, December 24, 
2007 by Presidential Proclamation. 24-Hour duty officers will be available in emer-
gency situations at all Mission Germany posts. 
 
In this issue, you’ll find helpful hints for winter travel and primers on passport and im-
migration services especially for family members. Enjoy! 

Drinking and Driving: Throughout the season we attend holiday parties, many 
of them involving alcohol and some distance to travel. We all know about 
drinking, driving and designated drivers, but it’s important to remember driving 
drunk in Germany carries much stricter penalties than in the U.S. Legal issues 
aside, we want to emphasize that along with the higher speeds, there is a higher 
danger of severe injury or death. Please enjoy your holidays responsibly and 
stay safe this holiday season. 
 

 Do You Have Your Winter Tires On? 
German regulations require vehicles have appropriate tires when driving in win-
ter conditions. Driving without winter tires may result in a heavy fine by police. 
In an accident, lack of proper tires could be considered gross negligence by in-
surance companies, which may result in refusal to pay collision damages.  
Tires with ratings for mud and snow, usually marked with “M+S”, meet the 
German legal requirement. Tires rated for Severe Snow Service, usually marked 
with a pictogram of a snowflake, also meet this requirement. For more informa-
tion (in German), click here. 
 
 

 Winterize Your Car. 
All drivers traveling during the winter season should make sure their vehicle is 
prepared for emergencies. Keeping a winter emergency kit in your trunk with 
extra blankets, ice scrapers, flashlights and emergency road flares is always rec-
ommended. For tips on winterizing your car, go to click here. 
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A D D R E S S E S  &  C O N T A C T  

I N F O :  

• BERLIN:                      

Clayallee 170                     

Tel: 030-8305-0              

0830-1200 M-F 

• FRANKFURT:                

Giessenerstr. 30                

Tel: 069-7535-0             

0730-1130 M-F      

Passports                        

0800-1200 M-F Special 

Consular Services 

• MUNICH:                      

Königstrasse 5                  

Tel: 089-2888-0             

1300-1600 M-F 

• For more informa-

tion, click here. 

http://www.adac.de/Tests/Reifentests/Winterreifen/default.asp?MSCSProfile=589F5C6DB83ADBA41DAD47C9EEF9786DEEFC951046A6D7FA205EF4852715CD81C3D4A7556F1F95714D898FEDF009EF4FE60D4B9165725A1D3770F66B9CC5AC8DE4F313AD403252CA26358CEAF3EE04A2930AF5971864D0602C7479F51B5AD50FC18B149B3BDAD797A5A33A07748DE72127C3FB960DAFA7FEF48EEF884B9A578F96116F02B847E0D0�
http://www.ehow.com/how_7412_winterize-car.html�
http://germany.usembassy.gov/germany/citizen_services.html�
http://germany.usembassy.gov/germany/citizen_services.html�
http://germany.usembassy.gov/germany/citizen_services.html�
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Keep money and 

identity documents 

separated. In case 

of a theft, this will 

minimize the 

potential for identity 

thieves getting 

access to 

EVERYTHING! 

Holiday Travel Tips 

Top 10 New Year’s Resolutions for Americans Living Abroad 

1. Check expiration date and renew all passports. 
2. Check expiration date and renew Visa, Residence Permit, Drivers’ License etc. 
3. Register your child’s birth abroad and apply for their first passport. 
4. File taxes early to avoid delays. 
5. Register to Vote/Request Absentee Ballot. 
6. Create or update your Will and any Power of Attorneys. 
7. Check your credit report and credit rating. 
8. Check that all immunizations for the family are up to date. 
9. Get a physical/health check. 
10. Register your contact information with the American Embassy or Consulate in 
case of emergency! 

Check your passport in advance! Make sure your family’s passports are not expired and 
have sufficient pages for visa stamps. It takes an average of 2-3 weeks to get a U.S. pass-
port in Germany, so check those passports now! Visa pages can be added at your local 
consulate free of charge with same day service. 
 
Traveling outside Europe or the United States? Check www.travel.state.gov for visa and 
passport validity requirements for your destination country! And don’t forget to register 
your trip with the U.S. Consulate or Embassy in your destination country using IBRS! 
https://travelregistration.state.gov/ibrs/ui/ 
 
Traveling to the U.S. with German citizen family members? Verify their passports meet 
Visa Waiver Program requirements! Kinderreisepasse and temporary passports are NOT 
valid for VWP travel. For information on VWP requirements, click here. Call 0900 1-
850055 or click here to schedule a visa appointment. 
 
Traveling as a Dual or Multi-National to the U.S.? A reminder to those Americans who are 
also citizens of other countries: All Americans are legally required to travel into and out of 
the United States on their U.S. passports. So make sure your U.S. passport is up-to-date!  
To read about U.S. dual nationality policy, click here. 

 
Incidents of pickpockets and accidental losses rise during the hectic holiday travel 
season. Here are a few things to help keep your holidays happy and travel smooth: 
-Put your passport in a secure location on your person. Money belts are good op-
tions to keep documents, money and tickets safe. 
-Keep aware of where all your bags are as you travel through airports, train sta-
tions and other public places. 
-At hotels, lock valuables in the hotel safe or in your suitcase out of plain view. 
-Only travel with documents, credit cards and identification you will need on the 
trip. Leave other important documents safely at home. 
-Keep money and identity documents separated. In case of a theft, this will mini-
mize the potential for identity thieves getting access to EVERYTHING! 
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United States citizenship is granted at birth in one of two ways, either through Jus Soli (location of birth) or Jus Sanguinis (through 
bloodlines).  The U.S. uses primarily Jus Soli to grant citizenship at birth. With very few exceptions, this means all children born in 
the United States are automatically granted citizenship, regardless of their parents’ nationalities. Jus Sanguinis is used only for chil-
dren born overseas to American parents.  U.S. citizenship law requires parents meet certain requirements in order to transmit citizen-
ship to children born overseas. The regulations vary depending on which version of the law was in effect at the time of the child’s 
birth. In very general terms, an American citizen parent must prove a certain number of years of physical presence in the United 
States prior to the child’s birth in order to transmit citizenship. 
 
Because these regulations are very complicated and are often specific to each case, we recommend American parents of children 
born in Germany contact the Passport and Citizenship Section at their nearest Consulate or Embassy to schedule a birth registration 
appointment.  In order to prepare yourself for this appointment, please collect the following documents before scheduling an ap-
pointment with the Consulate or Embassy nearest you. You will be given the proper application forms to fill out at your appoint-
ment. 
 
For the Report of Birth Abroad: 
• German Birth Certificate: Please bring the child’s Abstammungsurkunde, Form E2, which is issued by local authorities.   
• Photo ID of the child if they have it.  This is not necessary for newborns. 
• Evidence of Parents’ Citizenship and Identity;  Acceptable documents include: 
 U.S. Passport. 
 U.S. birth certificate bearing a raised seal or certified copy issued by the court where document was originally issued.
 Certificate of Naturalization. 
 Consular Report of Birth Abroad. 
• Marriage Certificate: Original certificate issued by local, state, or national government authorities.  If your marriage certificate 
is in a language other than English, a certified translation must be provided. 
• Divorce Decrees/ Death Certificates:  It will be necessary to show termination of all prior marriages for both parents (and certi-
fied translations if appropriate). 
• Evidence of acknowledgement of paternity by U.S. citizen father and agreement to pay child support under U.S. law, if the fa-
ther is not listed on the birth certificate. 
• Primary evidence documents that may establish your physical presence in the U.S. before the child’s birth: 
 DD214 – Military Separation Statement 
 Transcript from High School and/ or College 
 Wage Statements 
• Secondary evidence documents that may establish your physical presence in the U.S. before the child’s birth: 
 Former/ Current Passport with stamps. 
 Airline ticket stubs. 
 Credit Card Bills. 
 Utility Bills. 
 Tax Forms 
 Notarized Affidavits from former and current employers 
Fees: The application fee is U.S. $65.00.  Accepted payment methods are: 
 Cash – either dollars or euros. 
 Credit card – Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover, or Diners Club 
 International Money Order to the exact dollar amount made payable to the “United States Disbursing Officer.”  
 Cashier’s Check drawn in dollars on a bank in the United States made payable to the “United States Disbursing Officer.” 
For the Passport: 
• Any foreign passport that the child may currently hold or is included in. 
• Two identical passport photographs, measuring 2 in. x 2 in. or 5 cm. x 5 cm.  Subject must be facing front, on a white back-
ground.  The face must be clearly visible. Pictures can be taken at the Consulate for 6.00 Euro in coins only. 
• A self-addressed, German Registered Mail envelope with 3.60 Euro in stamps (available at any German Post Office) in which to 
have your documents returned to you once processing is completed. 
Fees: The application fee for a child under the age of 16 is U.S. $82.00; aged 16 and over is $97.00.  Accepted payment methods are 
the same as above. 
For the Social Security Card: 
• Processing for the social security card application can be done following your interview for birth registration. There is no fee      
 for this service. 

How to Register the Birth of a Child born to a U.S. Citizen in Germany 
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Immigrant 
petitions for 
relatives of U.S. 
citizens residing in 
Germany should 
be filed at the 
USCIS office at 
the U.S. Consulate 
General in 
Frankfurt. 
Petitions are 
accepted by 
appointment only. 
Appointments can 
be made online at 
www.uscis.gov. 
Information on the 
status of petitions 
already filed can 
also be found 
online at this 
website. For 
forms, tips and 
helpful How-To 
guides visit, click 
here. 

How to... Filing Immigrant Petitions for 
Spouses and Family Members 

Thinking about moving back to the United States? American citizens can petition for certain foreign 
family members to receive an immigrant visa – the first step towards permanent residence and a green 
card. Immigration petitions are processed through the Department of Homeland Security’s United States 
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). 
 
Petitioning can be a long and complicated procedure. However, once you have the proper documents, it 
can be quite easy and is the best way to have your family move to the U.S. We hope this primer will get 
you the right start to filing a petition for your family member to live permanently in the U.S. 
 
Step 1: Get the Right Forms 
You’ll need the following forms:  
- Form I-130 : Petition for Alien Relative. You will need one form per family member you wish to peti-
tion. 
- Form G-325A: Biographic Information. You will fill out one form for yourself and one form for each 
family member you wish to petition. 
 
Step 2: Pay the Fee  
You’ll need to pay a fee of $355 per petition. 
 
Step 3: Provide the proper supporting documentation 
USCIS reminds petitioners to not send original documents with the petition. All documents not in the 
English language must be accompanied by an accurate English translation. The translator must certify 
that he or she is competent to translate from the foreign language into English and that the translation is 
complete and accurate. 
The following documentation is requested by USCIS: 

-Proof of German Residence. 
-Proof of U.S. Citizenship 
-Proof of Relationship. Marriage certificate, divorce decrees or death certificates for all prior 
marriages, record of name change for both you and your family member (if anyone has changed 
their name), and the long form Birth Certificate showing the names of both parents. 
-A passport-style color photo of yourself and a passport-style color photo of your husband or 
wife, taken within 30 days of the date of the submitted petition. The photos must have a white 
background and be glossy un-retouched and not mounted. The dimensions of the full frontal 
facial image should be about 1 inch from the chin to top of the hair. Using pencil or felt pen, 
lightly print the name (and Alien Registration Number, if known) on the back of each photo-
graph. 

 
Step 4: The Approval Process 

Your petition will be reviewed by an Immigration Officer. This may take up to 60-90 
days. 
 
Step 5: The Immigrant Visa Process 
Once your petition is approved by USCIS, it is then forwarded to the Department of 
State for the immigrant visa process. You will need to gather additional documents and 
pay a different set of fees. To find out more about these forms, fees and documents, click 
here. 
 
Stay tuned for a primer on navigating the Immigrant Visa Process in the next newslet-
ter!! 
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